Tuesday, September 2, 2003
1 Chronicles 21:1 – 30

One would hope that perhaps the author of Chronicles would tell us plainly why taking a census was a great sin in David’s life, but he does not. Commentators are not sure either, but most are probably right when they cite that possibly the sin was in David’s motive rather than in the act.  As we might ask today, was his fame going to his head? Perhaps King David was beginning to believe that his own power and his own army were at the core of his success. 


2 Samuel 24 indicates that God was already angry with the nation for some act of disobedience on their part. That author says that God, or God’s anger, incited David to sin in taking the census.  Combined with the Chronicles account it appears that perhaps God allowed Satan to tempt David. That would make sense since nothing can happen that God does not allow. God did not tell David to take a census—that decision was his own.


Whatever the complete explanation of the incident, the good news about this man of faith is that even in the presence of God’s anger, David chose to place himself in the hands of his Lord. He knew that God’s compassion, even in the midst of His anger, would not fail. God’s just hand against the nation would be gentler than his enemies’ cruel revenge. 


We do find out in Chronicles (first verse of tomorrow’s reading) that the threshing floor where the angel stopped became the site for the temple that Solomon would build. 
